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Pulp, paper and packaging sourcing guidelines
We are using guidelines developed by the 
Consumer Goods Forum in conjunction 
with the Rainforest Alliance as the 
foundation of our commitment.

Approach

n   Avoid controversial sources of 
pulp, paper and packaging that 
contribute to deforestation.

n   Verify supply from high-priority countries 
that have a low risk of controversial 
sources that contribute to deforestation.

n   Disclose goals and progress to avoid 
controversial sources of pulp, paper and 

packaging contributing to deforestation 
in their individual supply chains.

Virgin wood fiber sourcing

n   Known and compliant sources: Sources 
of virgin wood fiber will be known, 
free of corruption and compliant with 
applicable legal requirements.

n   Verification: Supply from suppliers 
and sources in high-priority countries 
will be independently verified for 
low risk of controversial sources 
contributing to deforestation.

Challenge: Deforestation is the primary 

supply chain risk posed by sourcing fiber  

for packaging.

Strategy: Using sustainable sourcing 

guidelines for fiber, pulp and paper 

production, we conducted an analysis of our 

fiber packaging supply chain. This analysis 

revealed that 99 percent of our supply 

is considered at low risk for contributing 

to global deforestation because the 

packaging uses either recycled materials 

or virgin fiber that is sourced from regions 

where deforestation is not occurring.

Progress: The remaining 1 percent of our 

fiber packaging is sourced from countries 

considered at high risk for potentially 

contributing to deforestation, including 

China. We are developing a process for 

increasing transparency around the fiber 

we source from China. This framework 

builds on the work we did in 2014 with the 

Rainforest Alliance, which revealed that 20 

percent of the fiber we obtain from China is 

compliant with sustainable sourcing criteria, 

40 percent is considered medium risk and 

40 percent is at higher risk of contributing to 

deforestation. Our sourcing team in China is 

working to identify areas of nonconformance 

and work with those suppliers to develop 

strategies for achieving compliance – or 

transition fiber purchases to sources that 

meet our sustainable sourcing criteria. 

Rainforest Alliance analysis in 2013 verified 

that the fiber we source from India poses 

a low risk of contributing to deforestation.

G4-EC2, EN19, EN27, EN28, FP1, FP12

Commitment: General Mills will 
source 100 percent of our fiber 
packaging by 2020 from recycled 
material or from virgin wood fiber 
regions that are known to not 
be contributing to deforestation 
(any high-risk regions will be 
independently verified).

Status: 99 percent of the 
fiber packaging General Mills 
purchased was sustainably 
sourced in fiscal 2015.

Fiber packaging Ninety percent of the fiber we use in our 
packaging comes from the United States and 
Canada – areas at low risk for deforestation. 
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Zero deforestation commitment: fiber packaging  

Location
% of General 

Mills fiber 
purchases

Deforestation  
risk Verification

North America 90% low

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI), 

Program for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification (PEFC)

Europe 4% low FSC*

Brazil 2% low FSC

Australia 1% low

Argentina <1% low

India <1% low Rainforest Alliance

South Africa <1% low

China <1% high Rainforest Alliance

r More than 99 percent of the fiber we purchase is from regions at low risk for deforestation. 

*36.6 percent of our EU fiber spend, including 91 percent of our EU corrugated spend, is FSC certified. 
We are working to achieve FSC certification for our supply of folding cartons and paper cups and 
expect to have those purchases 70 percent FSC certified by the end of fiscal 2016.

“We have benefited from General Mills sharing their best 
practices as they work toward achieving fiber packaging 
goals, and their collaborative work with Sustainable Packaging 
Coalition members to develop new, innovative practices for the 
entire value chain.” – Tom Pollock, Senior Manager, Sustainable Packaging Coalition
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